
3rd FUJAIRAH ENDURANCE CHESS SOLVING 

CHAMPIONSHIP 2020 

 

 

 

 

  

Under the patronage of  

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad Al Sharqi –  

Crown Prince of Fujairah 

 

IN THE FRAMES OF 16th INTERNATIONAL SOLVING CONTEST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fujairah chess 

& culture club 



 

3rd FUJAIRAH ENDURANCE CHESS SOLVING CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Page 2 
 

 

3rd FUJAIRAH ENDURANCE CHESS SOLVING CHAMPIONSHIP 2020 
 

 

Organizers:  
Fujairah chess & culture club   
Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed  
bin Hamad Al Sharqi – Crown Prince of Fujairah 
 

  

World Federation for Chess Composition 
IN THE FRAMES OF 16TH INTERNATIONAL SOLVING CONTEST 

 

 

Under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad Al Sharqi, the Crown 

Prince of Fujairah, the 3rd Fujairah endurance chess solving championship 2020 set 

the new records: in the prize fund, the number of participants, and the highest 

rating of best solvers. It took place in the Novotel Hotel in Fujairah, in the frames 

of the 16th WFCC International Solving Contest that attracted the record number of 

885 participants from 47 countries. The rise of interest for problem chess 

throughout the world is visible, and the role of UAE in it is getting more and more 

significance.  

After the great international success of the 2nd Fujairah endurance chess solving 

championship 2019, the United Arab Emirates, represented by Dr Abdulla Ali AAL 

BARAKAT, president of the Fujairah chess & culture club, became an official 

member of the World Federation for Chess Composition (WFCC). It all added more 

of importance to the competition held on 25-26th January, traditionally including a 

blitz tourneys with a strong grandmasters field. 

Both competitions, in chess and solving, were classified into 3 categories:  

1. Open, but intended for participants with ELO or WFCC rating 2.000 and more,  

2. For participants with ELO and WFCC rating bellow 2.000, and  

3. Youth U13 competitions (born 2007 and younger).  

For the first time both 1st and 2nd categories were rated, and it allowed many local 

players to enter the WFCC Solvers’ rating list. This year, Fujairah competition 

included 61 solvers in the WFCC list: 53 of them for the first time (half rating) and 

8 with the full solvers’ rating. Some famous chess grandmasters, like Bassem Amin, 

Gadir Guseinov and Alexander Moiseenko, faced rated solving competition for the 

first time.  
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Exceptional conditions  
 

Under supervision of FIDE Arbiter Mohammad Abdul Ghani Hallak, and International 

arbiter Mahdi Abdulrahim, the luxurious space of the Novotel Hotel once again 

ensured exceptional conditions for solvers and players. The competition itself, as 

well as marking of solutions, was controlled by the members of the WFCC Youth 

Committee, Marjan Kovačević, Grandmaster of solving and composing chess 

problems, and Julia Vysotska, the webmaster of the WFCC.  

In order to adjust to the international rules, new participants were acquainted with 

the kinds of problems they had never solved before: the helpmates and the 

selfmates. Also, they got to learn international rules about writing solutions. 

The number of solvers raised almost 50% in comparison with previous year. There 

were 162 participants, 27 in Category 1, 45 in Category 2 and 90 in Category 3. 

Many of the foreign guests were impressed by the conditions Fujairah offers to this 

kind of solving competitions. 
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More of the World and European champions in Fujairah 
 

This year, competition in Fujairah attracted more of the world’s best solvers, 

including the complete team of Poland, multiple World and European team 

champions. No wonder they occupied the first three places in Category 1. The winner 

was multiple individual World champion Kacper Piorun, ahead of Piotr Murdzia, the 

absolute recorder in winning individual World Championship, and the defender of 

title from previous year. The third prize went to Piotr Gorski, the reigning World 

champion in solving. 

Right behind the mighty Polish trio, the fourth place went to Danila Pavlov from 

Russia, the reigning European champion in solving, ahead of Abdelaziz Onkoud from 

Morocco. Russia was represented on a high level too, with Andrey Selivanov, the 

reigning World champion in composing Self-mate problems, on the 6th place, and 

Oleg Pervakov, the reigning World champion in composing Endgames, on the 8th 

place. Between them was Maksim Romanov, another young talent from Russia. 

Kacper Piorun celebrated double triumph. Being a strong Grandmaster, both in chess 

and solving, he won a very strong blitz tournament in Category 1, ahead of GM Gadir 

Guseinov, FM Danila Pavlov and GM Alexander Moiseenko. 

Another proof that solving chess problems improves chess skill, was given by Serafim 

Bunin. The 12-years old boy from Russia, without Solvers’ rating, convincingly won 

both the solving competition in Category 2(!) and the blitz competition in Category 

3. 

f  
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 “I am proud that the Fujairah championship included this and 

previous year the best solvers of chess problems in the world, and 

the large number of participants from the top.  

We are working hard to maintain the highest level of organization 

on the world level. 

I am also proud to see how solving chess problems has become 

more popular, as the number of participants grows so much when 

compared with the previous year. 

 

For all this I cordially thank to  

H.H. Mohammed bin Hamad Al Sharqi – Crown Prince of Fujairah, 

for his great support and help in improving  

the knowledge and art of chess composition around the world,  

especially in Fujairah and United Arab Emirates.”  

Dr Abdulla Ali AAL BARAKAT,  

Chairman of the Fujairah Chess and Cultural Club Board 
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Successes of the young participants from UAE 
 

The winner of solving competition in Category 3 was Rouda Essa Alserkal, the chess 

prodigy from United Arab Emirates, who won World Cadets U8 Championship in 

Brazil, in 2017. This time, the ten years old girl form Abu Dhabi proved her chess 

talent in beating all the boys under 13 years, among 90 solvers. 

Even more important was her success on the World level, in the frames of the 16th 

ISC. Rouda had the second best result among girls in Category 3, where 453 U13 

solvers competed. Right behind her, on the 3rd place, was Indian girl M.S. 

Harshavardhimi, who was also solving in Fujairah. 

Last year’s winner in Category 2, 15 years old Ammar Al Sedrani from Fujairah chess 

& culture club, moved this year to Category 1, according to his growing rating. It 

was hard task for him to adjust to the new level of difficulty, but he kept training 

enthusiastically his solving skills and simultaneously progressing in chess 

tournaments, with the help of his trainer, GM Igor Miladinović. 
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Prize winners in Fujairah 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Category 1 

1 Kacper Piorun POL 

2 Piotr Murdzia POL 

3 Piotr Górski POL 

4 Danila Pavlov RUS 

5 Abdelaziz Onkoud MAR 

6 Andrey Selivanov RUS 

7 Maksim Romanov RUS 

Best 
Fuj. 

Ammar Sedrani UAE 

 

Category 2 

1 Serafim Bunin RUS 

2 Ramez Sameir EGY 

3 Abdulrahman Al Taher UAE 

4 Mishra Shanya IND 

5 Ahmed Fareed UAE 

6 Rafee Mohd Hayel SYR 

7 Balaji Sridharan Sidharth IND 

Best 
Fuj 

Mohamed Saeed Laily UAE 

Best 
female 

Al Maamari Wafia Darwish UAE 

 

Category 3 

1 Rouda Essa Alserkal, UAE 

2 Rafael Sharon IND 

3 M.S. Harshavardhimi IND 

4 Yahya Shuaib Al Kaff UAE 

5 Pradeepkumar Mithran IND 

Best 
Fuj. 

Salim Jasim Alblooshi UAE 

Best 
female 

Al Khoori Noora 
Mahmood Abdulla UAE 
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Conclusions and future possibilities 
 

The Fujairah chess & culture club proved to be capable of organizing biggest rated 

events in solving chess problems, and we hope next step will be organizing 

competition in the frames of the World Solving Cup. There are already plans to 

organize the 1st official Arab solving championship.  

The building of the new and luxuries home of the Fujairah chess & culture club is 

in the process. In such conditions, Fujairah could become an important training 

centre for chess composition and solving chess problems. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marjan Kovačević 

ISC 2020 Controller in UAE 

GM Solver & GM Composer 

 

Photos: Patricia Claros Aguilar & Julia Vysotska 
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ISC 2020  RESULTS in UAE, Fujairah:  Category 1 
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ISC 2020  RESULTS in UAE, Fujairah:  Category 2 

 
 

 
 
 

ISC 2020  RESULTS in UAE, Fujairah:  Category 2 

ISC 2020  RESULTS in UAE, Fujairah:  Category 2 
 

Category 2 (continuation) 
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ISC 2020  RESULTS in UAE, Fujairah:  Category 3 
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ISC 2020  Overall Results 
 

This year 885 solvers from 48 countries took part in three Categories of ISC. Participants from Fujairah 

were placed among top 10 in the 1st and 2nd Category.  
 

ISC 2020  TOP 10:  Category 1 (202 solvers) 

ISC 2020  TOP 10:  Category 2 (241 solvers) 

 

ISC 2020  TOP 10:  Category 3 (442 solvers) 

 

Detailed Official Results of the 16th Internation Solving Contest with complete statistics 

are published on official website of the World Federation for Chess Composition, wfcc.ch. 

https://www.wfcc.ch/wp-content/uploads/ISC-2020-Cat.1-Results.pdf
https://www.wfcc.ch/wp-content/uploads/ISC-2020-Cat.2-Results.pdf
https://www.wfcc.ch/wp-content/uploads/ISC-2020-Cat.3-Results.pdf
https://www.wfcc.ch/competitions/solving/isc20/
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