
Solving committee agenda

Since the last online meeting in autumn, four matters were sent to the solving committee:

1. proposal to recognize Taras Rudenko performance achieved in the 40th Open Swiss Solving 
Championship as fulfilling qualifications for IM norm in solving. (by Arvydas Mockus)
2. proposal to change norm eligibility rules in multi-location solving events to allow granting norms 
to solvers  locally present. (by Arvydas Mockus)
3. distinguishing between solving norms WIM and FM (by Axel Steinbrink)
4. proposal for a change of rules in World Solving Cup to allow tournaments with less than 10 
solvers with rating to be eligible for WSC. (by Roland Ott)

Other issues:
5. Choosing a date (January 16, 24 or 31, 2027) and central controller of the ISC 2027 (Arvydas 
expressed willingness to continue). Preparing a list of members of the appeal committee.  
6. Choosing WSC directors (Roland - director, Axel, Marek – assistants expressed willingness to 
continue).
7. z-score: implementation and discussion. See attached documents (@Delegates: these attachments 
are sent only to solving committee members; if you want to see them, send an email). 

---------------------------------------------------
Proposal 1 and 2 
---------------------------------------------------

Dear members of the Solving Committee,  

In the Swiss Solving Championship 2025 (Bern), Rudenko's result met the criteria for an IM 
norm based on the locally present participants.
( If the Lithuanian multi-location group, which was originally scheduled to participate on-site but 
was forced to solve remotely due to a cancelled flight, had been able to attend and compete in Bern 
as planned, Rudenko's performance would have achieved a GM norm.  )
However, because the event was classified as multi-location, all norms were automatically 
excluded.  

This situation seems unfair to those who solved on-site under official supervision, since their 
eligibility for norms should not depend on remote participants solving elsewhere.
 Rudenko solved in Bern according to all rules and under proper supervision, and his result should 
be treated as valid for norm purposes within the context of the local event.
At the moment, the regulation unintentionally penalises local participants who have followed all 
procedures correctly, simply because another multi-location group happened to solve the same set 
of problems elsewhere.  

Therefore, I would like to formally propose that the Solving Committee recognise Rudenko's 
IM norm achieved in Bern 2025, as his performance fully meets all standard criteria under proper 
on-site supervision.
Afterwards, the Committee may consider clarifying the rule for future cases to avoid similar 
misunderstandings.  



I believe it would be fairer — and still fully consistent with WFCC's principles of integrity and 
control — to clarify the rule as follows: 

-In multi-location events, title norms (GM/IM/FM) may be awarded
based solely on the locally present participants.
Multi-location groups may count for rating purposes only.

(This clarification does not apply to ISC, which by definition
is a centrally controlled multi-location event.)



-- 

Best wishes 
Arvydas Mockus
Member, WFCC Solving Committee 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Issue 3
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Axel Steinbrink brought attention to the issue that titles WIM and FM have the same conditions. 
What should happen when a woman gains these titles? Should her title be WIM, FM, WIM/FM? 
Should we remove WIM title? Should we change criteria to distinguish between the titles? The 
issue is open.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Proposal 4
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Proposal 4 was sent with separate PDF. If it is not approved, the WSC rules still should be clarified 
that a tournament can be eligible for WSC only if at least there are 10 rated solvers at the place of 
the central controller.


