» Arecent improvement that is not yet reflected in the rating. In such a case, the key question
would be whether the player could realistically repeat a similar result in another live tournament
under normal conditions.

..Mpn HaRGKUKIA 3yCTpivi 3 Ti 6aTKOM A 6yAy NPONOHYBATK oMY BifNPaBMTX Pa3oM 3i MHOH /Oro
[04KY Ha HanbIMKYi 3MaraHHs y KiacuyHoMy BUTAL), -- Lie MOoxe 6yTu yemnioHaT CroBayymHu,
NoAOPOX TYAW A 3MOXY NPOGiHaHCYBaTW CaMOCTIMHO, AKLLO 6ATHKO CKaxXe L0 B HbOTO BiACYTHI KOLITH.
[ani s 6yany pyxatuck o MiBHIYHOT MakeoHii, B BOHA 3MOXe NOBEPHYTUCH B YKpaiHy. AGO Lie MOXYTb
BYTV AKICb iHLLi 3MaraHHs y CyCifHilt kpaiHi. Voro pilueHHs i 6ye, MOXMBO, NakMyCOBUM NamnipLeM Ha
Len pesynbart B ISC 2026.

At the next meeting with her father, I will suggest that he send his daughter with me to the next competition
in the classic form, it could be the Slovak championship, | will be able to finance the trip there myself if my
father says he doesn't have the funds. Then | will move to North Macedonia, where she will be able to
return to Ukraine. Or it could be some other competition in a neighboring country. His decision could be the
litmus test for his daughter's ISC 2026 results.

» special preparation or external assistance,

Hika crogobana po3Bs3yBaHHS LLAaxX0oBMX 3afad, | BOHA Lie TPeHye. 3aBLaHHA /19 TPEHYBAHHS
nigéupae i 6atbko. BiH 3asyyae ii 40 BCiX 3MaraHb Aki 3apa3 y HalloMy He NerkoMy XMTTi 3apa3
MOXYTb 6YTW JOCTYNHUMMU.

Nika liked solving chess problems, and she practices it. Her father chooses the problems for her to
practice. He involves her in all the competitions that are currently available in our difficult life.

 family or close personal relationships with officials involved in the event (e.g. a judge),

["puropiii LLlep6oB -- Mpe3naeHT MonTaBcbkoi 06nacHoi hegepalii waxis, 6aTbko Hikn -- TpeHep
LLIAXOBOrO rypTka, MiCLie 3HaXoMKeHHS AKOro B MoNTaBCLKOMY epXaBHOMY neAaroriyHomy yHiBecTuTeTi. B
Lyx ayauTopisx BifoysaeTcs Takox i ISC. YHiBepcuteT Mae 60Mb60CxoBuLLe, N06YA0BaHE Lue TOAI KO
Oyna IOMOBIPHICTb aTOMHOI BiliHX. TOMY TYT [J03BO/IEHI 3MaraHHs.

Grigoriy Shcherbov -- President of the Poltava Regional Chess Federation, Nika's father -- coach of
the chess club, which is located at the Poltava State Pedagogical University. ISC also takes place in these
classrooms. The university has a bomb shelter, built back when there was a possibility of nuclear war.
That's why competitions are allowed here.
¢ coaching or training relationships with the local controller or other officials,

MHotlo, 'puropin He 6yB 3anig03pPEHMIN Y HEYECTHOCTI.
|, Grigory, was not suspected of dishonesty.

 the specific solving conditions and the level of supervision during the event, including
any potential opportunity for copying or communication between participants.

A1, 0cO6MCTO Haro10LLYyBaB MPO NPaBUNa, i Lie BXe CUCTEMHO. TenedOoHM BiACYTHI. MO 3a/y HIXTO
3alBUI He nepecyBa€TbCs. Npouec npaBmMabHMA. Y1 Mir xToch 6e3 'puropis NiarnsHyT™M B Moro bymarm?
Kaxke wo Hi. ? OcobuCcTo 1, e He MOXKY NepeBipUTH.

| personally emphasized the rules, and this is already systematic. There are no phones. No one moves
around the hall unnecessarily. The process is correct. Could someone other than Hryhoriy peek into his
papers? He says no. ? Personally, | can't verify this.



e asimple seating scheme (a hand-drawn sketch is sufficient) showing how the players
were seated, and

AyaTtopist 3 yu60B0t0 A0LIKO. TpK psam no 6 napT, MOXyTb CUITM MO ABa CTyAeHTa.
Po3B’si3yBay -- oauH. Y psifly Bif, BikHa, Ha YeTBepTilt napTi cuais s, 32 MHOW - AHApi CeprieHKo, BiH
3[BUrae Agi naptu nitepoto «», i CMAiB OCTaHHIN, y nepliomy psaay. Lpyrui pag - Ha nepuii napTi cuais
Tapac PygeHko, 3a HUM, Yepes napTy -- Onekcin ConoBYyK. TpeTin pag, Big, CTiHW, Ha 5-1 napTi cuais
FOpin BinokiHb, Ha 6-1 NapTi -- Hika PsibeHkKo.

Auditorium with a blackboard. Three rows of 6 desks, two students can sit each. One solver. In the
row from the window, | sat at the fourth desk, behind me was Andriy Sergienko, he moved two desks with
the letter "G", and he sat last, in the first row. Second row — Taras Rudenko sat on the first desk, behind
him, across the desk -- Oleksiy Solovchuk. Third row, from the wall, on the 5th desk sat Yuriy Bilokin, on
the 6th desk -- Nika Ryabenko.

e a brief description of how the event was conducted and supervised during the solving
sessions.

B nepiiiti ayquTopii KOoHTposIb 3aiticHioBaB I'puropiti [l]ep6oB, B ayguTopil mopyy, e
3MarajiuCT HIDKYI KaTeropii KOHTposib 37ikicHioBaB FOpiit Psiberko. 3 Moro 60Ky 3ayBa)keHb He
Oyr0, cam rpoljec Bifi0yBaBCs 1O TIpaBU/IaM.

In the first auditorium, control was carried out by Grigory Shcherbov, in the adjacent auditorium, where
the lower category competitors were, control was carried out by Yuriy Ryabenko. There were no comments
from my side, the process itself took place according to the rules.
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Arvydas Mockus <arvydas.mockus@gmail.com> 2026-02-12
14:20 (pries 8
dienas)

skirta Banepiu

Dear Valery,

do you perhaps remember where

1.NikaRiabenko was seated during the 39th Ukrainian Championship 2025
(30.03.2025),

and why

2. she did not finish the 7th Ukrainian Solving Cup 2025 (03.08.2025), solving only
two rounds?

Banepin Konun 2026-02-12
15:09 (pries 8
dienas)

skirta as



Usually Nika sits in the same place, others also take their favorite places, for example
Sergiyentko, whenever the number of people allows to set the table as "G", he does it. Rudenko
is at the first desk in the middle row. At the Ukrainian Cup Nika felt bad and left the

competition.

Arvydas Mockus 02-12, kt 22:10 (pries 8 dienas)

I have a clarifying question regarding the practice of conducting tournaments in Ukraine.

How is the issue of mobile phones usually organized during a round?
Does the arbiter collect the phones before the start of the competition, or do they remain with the
participants?

Banepin Konun 2026-02-13
09:23 (pries 7
dienas)

skirta as

Mponyctnn Bonpoc o TeneoHax. Bci TenedpoHn 34at0TbCA KOOpAnHATOPY i nexatb y
KapTOHHI KOpOOL|i Ha NOANYL 3a NOro CNMHOK Ha SKii BACUTb y460Ba AOoLLKa.

All available phones were handed over to
the coordinator and were lying in a
cardboard box on a shelf behind him, near
the wall where the blackboard hangs.

Arvydas Mockus <arvydas.mockus@gmail.com> 2026-02-13
12:02 (pries 7
dienas)

skirta Banepin

Are you certain that Ryabenko handed over her phone? Even at World Championships
phones are collected, but not everyone actually hands them over.



The conducted review shows a correlation between the written answers and typical
engine output. Ryabenko’s answers are written in a very non-standard way, not in the
usual manner of recording solutions by solvers. She never indicates threats; she lists
variations directly after move 1, and the listed variations are usually among the five
variations shown in the engine line. Since the engine does not display all variations
because they do not fit into the top-5 output, she consistently omits the variations that
are not shown by the engine.

Problem No. 2 very clearly reflects a phone-displayed line. The move 1.Bg3 becomes
logically clear only after the defence 1...Kc4. Otherwise, the bishop could move
anywhere. However, she does not write the 1...Kc4 line, which means she did not see it,
and then it is unclear why she plays Bg3 and how she determined that this is the only
move that works.

The defence 1.Bg3 Bxh3 is also unclear from a logical standpoint, but if one looks at the
engine, it lists Bxh3 in the first line. Most of her problems are solved in this manner, and
the same stylistic pattern was visible in ISC 2025 as well.

Riabenko written solution shows that she copied blindly and did not even understand
the problem.

Lichess shows the solution starting with 1.Bg3 Bxh3... Therefore, instead of writing the
threat “~”, she wrote the move Bxh3 as indicated by Lichess.
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&  Analize

After playing Rxh3, five defences appear, among which the essential move Kc4 is
missing. That makes it clear why Kc4 must be played.

After 1...a4 and 1...b1=Q, the original threat still works unchanged. These are not
essential defences that need to be written in the solution. However, since the engine
was set to display the maximum number of defences, it showed these moves as well.
She simply copied them from the software, without understanding that they are
irrelevant and do not refute or modify the threat, and therefore should not be included in
a proper solving answer. Since the engine showed these move she simply copied
them from the software, without understanding that they are irrelevant and do not refute
or modify the threat, and therefore should not be included in a proper solving
answer.Paziurejau Then she tried moving the rook somewhere; she moved it to Rcl
and saw another mate, which she wrote down, although the thematic Qxf7+ also
appears.
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A similar pattern was observed during ISC 2025.

In problems involving threats, the threats themselves were not explicitly written. Instead,
only specific moves were listed — typically the ones indicated by an engine. Not all
relevant variations leading to the threat were recorded, but only selected moves
corresponding to engine output.
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* HAxt 1.ed! ~ 2.Hc5+ [1.25]

® 1...d3  2.&¢3+ [1.25]
t t & 1...2xc8 2.%c7+ [1.25]

I 1...&xed 2.85h7+ [1.25]
AR YACPDB:268237
&

#3 g+8

In Problem No. 8, the solution appears to be structured according to engine lines rather
than through a logically developed analytical explanation.

The moves Beb5 and Bg3 are mentioned together with the threat Nxe6, but there is no
explanation why Bf4 is not possible or why the threat would not work in that case.



The variations are presented selectively and do not form a consistent logical sequence.
Instead, they closely correspond to the specific lines displayed by the software (see
attached screenshot), rather than to a complete human-style reasoning process.

8. [#3] 1. Ch - Ch3 v Hjer 1 hi {. o= 43
2 -T:I; b oo @ R

In Problem No. 9, the threat is not stated at all. Instead of writing the solution in the

normal form — for example,
1.Kc8 ~ 2.Sxh5+ —
she immediately writes a specific Black move after the key:

1.Kc8 Be3 2.Sxb5+.

This corresponds exactly to the first defensive move shown by the engine, rather than
presenting the threat in the usual human analytical structure.

The notation therefore does not follow a natural solving logic, but rather resembles a
direct transcription of engine output.
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Banepin Konun 2026-02-13
14:33 (pries 7
dienas)

skirta as

Tak Arvydas. Burnagae nocutb nigo3pisio. Ha xasib A He KOpUCTYHCh NporpaMavin B
TenedoHi (B MmeHe ANPOH), ane s 3Hato WO Ha AHAPOIAI MOXHa BCTAHOBUTM Nporpamu
no po3BA3Ky 3a4ad. |, KpiM TOro s cuais, po3BA3yBaB, i MipKyBaB LLIO S1 B NOraHiin gpopmi,
60 noraHo po3BA3yo..... LLlepboB 3ibpaB y BCix TenedoHun. Jltogen 6yno mano,
KOHTpO/ItOBaTK CUTyauito nerko. A He 6a4mB W06 Hika kopuctyBanach TesietpoHom, ane
A1 )X po3BA3yBaB 3a4adui.....

Yes Arvydas. It looks quite suspicious. Unfortunately, | don't use programs on my phone (I have an
iPhone), but | know that you can install programs for solving problems on Android. And, besides, | sat,
solved problems, and thought that | was in bad shape, because | solve them badly..... Shcherbov



collected everyone's phones. There were few people, it was easy to control the situation. | didn't see
Nika using the phone, but | was solving problems.......
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